




Educators from Reggio Emilia make records of the teaching and learning that takes place and use 
the documentation as a tool for research. 

This has come to be known as pedagogical documentation (Dahlberg, Moss, & Pence, 1999).  

“Pedagogical documentation has its origins in the innovative and, today, world-famous municipal 
early childhood services in the Northern Italian city of Reggio Emilia” (Dahlberg & Moss, 2004, p. 
6). 





Pedagogical approaches and 
practices that work for young 
children are similar to 
strategies that work for 
learners of all ages, from 
infancy to adulthood. 
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PEDAGOGICAL APPROACHES ARE THE 
TOOLS OF PEDAGOGICAL LEADERS







To move past the “caption-like accountings of the play” … 
Liza, you had a fun time in the sand box today …

To tell the stories that matter: the tender kindness.

To tell the story about what it means to be human (Pelo, 
2018, p. 258).
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What?

So What?

Now What?
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What? 
What happened?
This is an objective question 
about what you saw/heard.

So What?
What have you learned?
This is an interpretative 
question about how you 
relate what you saw/heard 
to learning (yours and the 
children’s),

Now What?
How will you apply what you 
learned?
This is a decision question 
about where you will go 
next.





Many documented observations of children appear to be more 
about what they have done than about evidence of what they 
have learned, are learning or thinking. 

It’s much easier to see, hear and record what children 
are doing than what they are thinking and learning.

Displaying photos with brief captions is not pedagogical 
documentation.





How are the children demonstrating that they are 
competent and capable of complex thinking?

How is the child’s current approach to a problem different 
from an earlier response?

What questions and theories do you think the child has 
about the world around them?

How is the child going about finding answers to his/her 
questions or testing their theories?

How does the child form relationships with these materials 
and with others? (Ontario Ministry of Education, 2014, p. 
22)





Children’s work – writing 
samples, 2D and 3D 
representations

Rough notes of 
observations/dialogue in 
journals, documentation books, 
post-it notes, etc.

Photographs, videos, audio 
recordings
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Diane.kashin@gmail.com
Professional Learning for Early Childhood Educators
Technology Rich Inquiry Based on Facebook and Wordpress
https://tecribresearch.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Tecribresearch/
Find me on Facebook!
Twitter: @DianeKashin1
Instagram: dianekashin1 
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